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Challenge on Names of Four Characters

in Zuo Zhuan

Huang Sheng-Sung®
Abstract

This article discusses names of four characters in Zuo Zhuan, and the conclusions are below. 1.
Wei Shou-yu is Wei Dao-zi: According to Shi Ji (Records of the Grand Historian), Wei Chou is Wei
Dao-zi’s father, and Wéi Jiang is the son of Weéi Dao-zi instead of W¢éi Chou. The records of Weéi
Jiang, Wei K& and Weéi Qi in Zuo Zhuan were more than 30 years after Wéi Chou. Base on the
description of the Noble Wei Family in Shi Ji, Chin Qii Zhéng Yi confirmed it was correct that Weéi
Chou once took up the post of the Weéi Family’s overlord during that period of time. Because of Weéi
Shou-yu were once an overlord of Wei Family, he also ruled Wei County. Refer to lineage and timeline,
Wei Shou-yu is Wei Dao-zi. 2. Bin M¢i-rén was the honorific title of Gué Zud: Gué Zuo had held
the post of “Qing” (a high rank official) for years for Qi Qing Gong (the Monarch of Qi State). Qi
Qing Gong trusted him and sent him on an important diplomatic mission to bribed officials of Jin
State with land during the “War of An”. Guo6 Zuo was also called Bin M¢i-rén in Zuo Zhuan. The

— 99

word “bin” has the meaning of respect; moreover, “bin” and “méi” also has the meaning of pleasure.
Therefore, Bin M¢i-rén means the one who is respected and pleased by the Monarch. One speculation
is Gud Zuo was Qi Qing Gong’s favorite, so he addressed Gud Zud as Bin Méi-rén to show his
privileged position. 3.There was only one person for each “Shén yin” (a high rank official) in Zuo
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Zhuan, and the duty period of each one was more than ten years. According to “Hui Jian”, there were
two “Shén yin” in “Zhuan” in 537 B.C. and actually they were the same person. In phonetics of
Chinese, the words “shé” and “chi” were vowels in ancient times. Moreover, their initial consonant
of a Chinese syllable were tongue on the sound. So their usage could be phonetic loan characters.
Because of the name Shén Yin-sh¢ was written in “Zhuan” in 538 B.C. and 537 B.C. That was a
reliable and correct name to read. 4. Zhao Yang is also known as Zhao Zhi-fu. He took the style
name Zhi-fu as his original first name: since 493 B.C, he has called himself as Zhao Zhi-fu. Even
though Zhao Yang had changed his first name, all records in the Classics were still written Zhao Yang
instead of Zhao Zhi-fu. Therefore, when he died, Jin State told Lu State to write down his event then
they wrote Zhao Yang passed away in the historical record of Lu State. The word “zhi” has two
meanings, one is intention and the other is ambition. Just like a man rides a horse, he gets control of
it by “yang” (martingale). So through word association, Zhao Yang took his style name Zhi-fu as his
first name is reasonable.

Keywords: Zuo Zhuan, Weéi Shou-yu, Bin Méi-rén, Shén Yin-shé, Zhi-fu

*Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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