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Abstract

On October 16, 2022, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) held its 20th
Party Congress, during which the political elites were selected. One week
later, the CCP announced the members of the Politburo. However, it can be
extremely difficult to predict the selection of high-level political elites due to
the closed and opaque nature of the CCP’s authoritarian system and Xi Jinping’s
preferences in selecting political elites.

Through an analysis of the elite promotions from the 16th to the 20th Party
Congress, this article aims to help in understanding the political inheritance, elite
selection, factional politics, and power structure within the CCP. In particular,
Xi’s anti-corruption campaign, the constitutional amendment in 2017 to remove
term limits, changes to personnel selection rules, and personal preferences to
trusted subordinates have led to significant adjustments in the CCP’s high-level
political elites. At the 20th Party Congress, Xi Jinping had absolute control over
personnel arrangements, while the influence of the “Shanghai clique” and the
Communist Youth League faction has been weakened, making it difficult for
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them to participate in major decision-making.

This article uses multiple regression analyses to interpret the elite selection
and prediction of Politburo members from the 16th to the 20th Party Congress,
and compares the predicted results before and after the 20th Party Congress,
which can improve the accuracy of predictions. The study shows that the
traditional regression only achieves an accuracy rate of around 60%, but the
accuracy rate can be improved to nearly 90% after properly adjusting variables
and weighting. This approach can be used to predict potential elite promotions
and increase understandings of the development and trends of CCP elite politics.

Keywords: 20" Party Congress, Central Committee Members, Politburo,
Elite Recruitment
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