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“The Sound of Austronesian” —
for a cappella: Form, Technique, and
Conductor’s Interpretation and
Perspective

Wen-Ta Juang ~ Ai-Kuang Sun

Abstract

“The Sound of Austronesian” was written using Taiwanese aboriginal musical
elements, contemporary composition techniques and sound colors, and the love of
the composer’s native Taiwan. The basic compositional idea was based on the
musical styles of aboriginal peoples in Taiwan. Taiwanese aboriginals are largely
part of the Malayo-Polynesian language system; thus, the title of the piece. The
name of the work further symbolizes the richness and originality of various ethnic
groups in Austronesia.

This paper focuses on the content of the musical structure and the conductor’s

interpretation; emphasis is specifically placed on form and technique,
connotation of idea, and conductor’s interpretation and perspective. Via these three
main aspects, the composer intended to analyze the core ideology of the piece
while at the same time thoroughly describing the tight connection between the
elements of aboriginal language and aboriginal musical elements. Moreover, these
aspects are thoroughly integrated in the structure of the piece. Finally, the
composer hopes, through the use of contemporary musical techniques, to uncover
the most original Taiwanese musical features.

Key Words : The Sound of Austronesian -~ a cappella -~ Malayo —
Polynesian ~ Conducting
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