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Peng Zhen's Role and Activities
in the Anti-Right Opportunist
Campaign of 1959

Yen-Lin Chung

Assistant Professor
Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies
National Chengchi University

Abstract

In the summer of 1959, Mao Zedong launched the Anti-Right
Opportunist Campaign in the Lushan Conference. Not only did it lead to a
severe intra-Party power struggle, but also allowed the Great Leap Forward
to enter its second round in 1960, further devastating the fragile economy. At
that time, Peng Zhen was greatly involved in CCP decision-making and
policy-implementation. However, Peng’s crucial role in the Anti-Right
Opportunist Campaign has received very little attention from Western
publications. In addition, Peng’s official biography written by the Chinese
Party historians tried to downplay his role and responsibility for this
notorious campaign. This study demonstrates the following: during and after
the Lushan Conference, Peng followed Mao closely and he proved himself
particularly active in running the campaign. In Lushan, Peng zealously
responded to Mao’s criticism toward Peng Dehuai; shortly, back to Beijing,
he was in charge of directing and supervising the Anti-Right Opportunist
Campaign in the Party and government departments, the military, the Beijing
city and the institutions of higher education. This study enhances the
understanding of Peng’s political career and the Chinese politics during Mao

cra.

Keywords: Peng Zhen, Anti-Right Opportunist Campaign, Lushan Conference,
Mao Zedong, Chinese Communist Politics



SZEAE 1959 Frpdt [AAME] EHB A ERIER 123

Z2EXR

[ R —T =2 AATHAER - 57 eI B TR R ] - ARBR
(dE3t) > 1957 5 H20 H » S 2 ) »

ML R B U R R E A0 - R R & R RS E I & R T » BRI REEL AN
[FEE & REREE2N] > ARB# (JL50)> 1979 % 5 A 11 H> % 4
filt o

MET ARG R ] > ARB# (JLA0) > 19594 7 H 20 H » H 6 i -

[ 2B 25 B IR BOG 808 LIF > e mbiRMEZEHL EHBnGH ] ARB®H
(ALx)» 1957 F 12 A 19H » B 7K -

[Tk ~ B0~ 52 - BRMuE ARIUERTF L AKEH (dEn) » 1967 5 He H > 5 2
filt o

[AUESBREGE R ~ B BB IE R > ARKEMBEERLE ] AREBHR (dL
H)> 1958 S H 18 H » 2K o

PR B SRR B 2 o T o B R o I S i A MU R R e ) ) A o A R R A e A T
A TAERIER (1962 & 4 A 10 H)l» RAFER  PEARGEHEEE (&
W AR SORER TR BB SE RS 0 2010 ) s H 2 0

rrAE R OSCRRBF TR A 0 KRB ERE (FTARA) (M) (dExT = Fho sk it - 2006
F)e

chttrh e B gE s > REHEEER 70 & (JLaT - oh SRR HAREE 0 1991 4E ) o

FRI AL T2 o TR I T ZE B2 A R B A U R T et oy e SR o 1 > b T 52
B~ PR AE T R ECL I E R AAR TR EEXRGEMR (1959 F) (b s R
I3 i 2 ik > 2004 4E ) - B 868~880 °

rREIERTZE > [ IR T BRI S S R R s L — A B B A PSR R s B
KA R R R | AR R~ PRI T R EE FR - AR EEX
BRiEHm (1959 &) (b - B Hififiit - 2004 4 ) > H 901~908 °

PRI TR L= > PEEAEBAERHEZEEME (JLa : PRSI R
it > 2006 ) °

bR R =R g ERFEPHIRESRLRLSE (5 45 /) (st A
B HI R » 1998-2000 4F ) -

R o [ g[8 SRR R S A T TG D0 = E MR HEEE 1 o R TR R SCRR I FE
T > BELIZREZRXFE (5 8 ) (dLAT - HhR it - 1998 ) H
594~595 ©

B o [RAR e B B 2 S A T R R RERIBLEE | > e dh eSOt g = £ - 2
B LUREZERIFS (565 8 fitt) (dbnt « Hhoesgl ikt - 1998 4 ) » H 557~559 ©

EERR - [BARCHER &R A B EMORMESCRRIRLEE | - Fh 3t eSOk 72 = £ 45 > 2B
LIREZRXF (55 8 ) (dbmt : e sg@hiihit > 1998 4F ) » H 587 ©



124 I RRERSE BBs578 F1H RE103H3 A

Fraf > B (Jbat + AR HARIE - 1998 47 ) -

TR TR LB A A — 31 B RS+ F B~ SAgERAC 8 > SREAE ~ dBng 4R -
HIERFE -HEEMNHRERSE (el BRI - 2009 4 ) » H 387~399 ©

)7 » MER—WERORB —@AEM ( L) (& Pkt - 2008 4 ) -

PO ER A ~ SBOE E fan sh RS 0 EASERE (F 3 8) (b RSB
it > 2006 &) e

Y > RE/OGR (BIEF) BEHR (& E@lREaRAF > 2007 ) °

W MM A - FEEMESR (R Lvg AR > 2008 ) ©

P BILEEES A 3 (FYN T EE AR H AR > 2000 )

PFEF - TG RFE AR AT 2] REFR (ALH0) 2009 F5 7 8] > H 12~16 °

Er& 0 11959 4 [RAAME] EE R —FE xR —mAK ~ JERER T AR 34
AFH | HERE (ALED) 2 2005 11 H 0 B 11~17 °

HIE AR S AR - AT PR ES (Jbat : ARG - 1999 ) -

HHEE S THE@BRP RS ] PR SCERZE S £ > FEFEALRSXE (e Jbstk
ELHIRRL © 2007 52 ) > H 62~64 ©

JRAE S T Z RS B R S AL e > KB OR ~ KEEEFXEZHEFER (1925-
1966) (Jbnt : MEHIRREE > 1967 5F) o

FERM ~ BROORTE - PEEEEHE 40 F - WETA (Jont - 3 s s it - 1991
)

FRIENE - [{EFRAIFSEE A | > REBR (A1) 2009 F55 5 # - H 52~59 ©

BRAF B o TIEERE T RS S BB BRI S | PE AL S SRR Z & 45 BEEAR
BXE (dbnt ALt RE HIRRL > 2007 5 ) 0 H 41~44 ©

PRBE AR S - BREZEREOREE (F#  BCRREREEERAF > 2005 4 ) ©

BEZR - Tk H#IT — BIEERESE | PR S CERZ G R > EELEeaxXE (L
o AERURE R 0 2007 £E) 0 H 212~284 ©

wora o EREEMm (Jta s ARHRE - 2004 ) -

FRERSM > 2R E (F1-38) (ALa - PROEHRRE > 2012 4)

PRS- SZEEE (53 8) (ALt - RSOkt - 2012 ) -

SZEMEREA - B ZEEFRILE (s 2 AR - 2007 ) -

52 EEAR A - A - EZEERE (dbs 0 AR > 2007 4F) ©

HfE - BB AR (L) (A« RsTER - - 2001 ) -

BIRAE > [ B REREIEE2INAK ~ JERHE AR A0 FEHNEE ] &
(dbx1) > 2006 5 3 > H 56~62 ©

IR TGRS TR ] il | - BERXCEE (KJF ) > 2003 55 9 ] > H 10~16 °

HUAHK 0 11959 FEWIrE Bl SO G MR IR ] - XHIEE (i) (KW) > 2010 F5
1281 > H 4~13 °

W BEFTEARKREEHIEER - EETA (o - AREL > 1997 5 ) ©



SZEAE 1959 Frpdt [AAME] EHB A ERIER 125

FRAER > T R IR > BER (JL50) > 2008 55 1 1] » H 10~17 -

Chung, Yen-Lin, “The Witch-Hunting Vanguard: The Central Secretariat’s Roles and
Activities in the Anti-Rightist Campaign,” The China Quarterly, No. 206 ( June 2011),
pp. 391~411.

MacFarquhar, Roderick, The Origins of the Cultural Revolution: The Great Leap Forward
1958-1960 ( New York: Columbia University Press, 1983 ).

MacFarquhar, Roderick, Michael Schoenhals, Mao’s Last Revolution ( Cambridge: The
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2006 ).

Potter, Pitman B., From Leninist Discipline to Socialist Legalism: Peng Zhen on Law and
Political Authority in the PRC ( Palo Alto, CA: Stanford University Press, 2003 ).

Teiwes, Frederick C., Politics and Purges in China: Rectification and the Decline of Party
Norms, 1950-1965, 2™ edition (New York: M. E. Sharpe, 1993).

Teiwes, Frederick C., Warren Sun, Chinas Road to Disaster: Mao, Central Politicians, and
Provincial Leaders in the Unfolding of the Great Leap Forward, 1955-1959 (New York:
M. E. Sharpe, 1999).

e

rhEE AR SLAER R RS R R e 0 (9 H 25 Hh RS erasidskes B REAUERS) o i
B 219-1-27 » 1958 f£ 9 H 25 H »

g A B R o A R S e 0 (2B [RIEAE 10 H 9 HYp R EERE @i L1UaEes) o 1
B 227-4-1° 1958 10 H 9 H -

HrEE N RILFIR A i i S e - (2B ~ BT [RESAE i 2B LAl Tk i aras LY
et b PEA R (B L RE)  FEHE 001-015-432 0 1960 £ 5 H 9o H -







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
>
    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>
>
    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


