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Abstract

“To accelerate the development of Binhai New Area” was written into
the “11th Five-Year Plan” which officially brought the Tianjin Binhai New
Area (TBNA) into the PRC’s overall national developmental strategy in
October 2005. The TBNA was once again positioned to be the “leading
force” for the development of “Bohai Economic Rim”, which accompanied a
number of preferential policies. Having summarized the reform experimental
zone since the end of 2005, various central policies have deregulated
management systems of TBNA, implementing “early and pilot measures” on
financial, land and administrative systems. It seems that the development of
TBNA had gotten rid of past depressed situation and come to an accelerating
developmental phase. In terms of geographical location, human environment
and administration level, Tianjin is no less than Shanghai. Nevertheless,
TBAN is far less developed than the Pudong New Area. Consequently, this
article explores the opportunities and dilemmas that TBNA is facing by

adopting the political logic of Chinese regional development.
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This article argues that TBNA’s establishment, stillness and prosperity
are closely related to the model of Chinese economic reforms. At macro level,
the reformed model makes use of globalization mechanism and adopts the
logic of “inward and outward linkage”. At micro level, the power lies with
the central government to open various regional/administrative districts game
competition. However, the disordered inter-regional competitions will be the
crisis of the aforesaid regional innovation mechanism. Using the TBNA as a
case study, this paper uses the example of Chinese regional competitions in
that they exist not only between same-level governments, but also between
different levels of governments. The solution for this multi-level competition
relies on the central government’s strong intervention, which also illustrates
that the present Chinese economic reform is adhered to the logic of the party-

state system.

Keywords: TBNA, local government, regional development, multi-level competition
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