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An Investigation of the Heterogeneity of Deviant
Subgroups among High School Students: An
Interpretation from Sociopsychology

Chung Chin, Wu
Institute of Education

National Cheng Kung University

There are subcultures existed in adolescent’s population, it may be form heterogeneous subgroups, and reflect distinct
deviant patterns of subgroup membership. Recently, foreign researches adopted person-centered approaches and found the
heterogeneity of deviance in adolescent’s population. However, there are dearth of domestic researches to investigate about it.
Foreign researches also indicated different patterns of deviance between males and females. But, it is remain unclear the
effect of gender on the patterns of deviance for domestic adolescents. The main purposes of present study were as following:
(1) to examine the heterogeneity of deviance in adolescent’s population. (2) to investigate the patterns of deviance performed
by adolescents’ subgroups. (3) to realize the effect of gender on different subgroups. Meanwhile, the comparisons of both the
patterns of deviance and the effect of gender are made among education levels. Results indicated that, among education
levels, (1) there are heterogeneous subgroups on deviance existed in adolescent’s population. (2) there are distinct deviant
patterns appeared from among subgroups. (3) in general, girls are more likely presented non-confrontation deviance, and it is
also relatively simple and transient than boys. In contrast, boys are more likely performed multiple deviant patterns including

confrontation deviance than girls. The deviance is more complex and part of deviances are relatively stable.

KEY WORDS: deviance, latent class analysis, subgroups, TEPS
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