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Correspondence Study between the Japanese Kanji’s Long
Vowel and the Simple / Compound Vowel of a Minnan

Language Syllable

SATO Keiji'

Abstract

When teaching the Japanese language, the author finds that learners often
encounter pronunciation problems. Particularly difficult to grasp is the <long vowel>
of one of the Japanese special pronunciation. The learners often pronounce the Kanji’s
long vowel as short vowel (non-long vowel) and unnecessarily pronounce long vowel
for the Kanji which do not require long vowel pronunciation. Most learners of the
Japanese language in Taiwan understand Minnan Language. As such, the author is of
the view that by providing explanatory notes of the correspondence relationship
between the Japanese long vowel and the simple/compound vowel of a Minnan
Language syllable, it would be very useful for the learners in Taiwan to grasp the
issue of the Japanese long vowel. The scope of research, based on the “Commonly-
used Kanji’s List” of the Japanese language, covers 2,136 words in total. The author
selects 650 words with long vowels from the above-mentioned 2,136 words. From
these selected words, the author then studies the Kanji's long vowels and finds those
that correspond to the simple/compound vowels of Minnan langauge syllable. With
this information, the opposing relationship between the simple/compound vowel of a
Minnan language syllable and the long vowel of the Japanese langauge can be
determined. Additionally, the need to pronounce a Kanji with either a long vowel or a
regular one can be determined. Furthermore, sometimes a Minnan language syllable
requires long vowel pronunciation, other times it requires regular pronunciation.
Measuring the percentage of how a Minnan language syllable requires long vowel
pronunciation can be a useful reference for learners to understand the pronunciation of
the long vowels in the Japanese language.

Keywords: Japanese long vowel, simple/compound vowel of a Minnan Language
syllable, long vowel percentage
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