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A Case Study of Environmental Education Based on Action

Approach in Kindergarten

Fei-Han Hsieh?

Abstract

Early childhood is proved a critical stage to future human and societal
development. During the period of time, “microsystem” refers to the compound of
three inter-connected environments, such as day care, community, and household;
therefore, a wide array of literature has suggested the importance of environmental
education at kindergartens. Meanwhile, the research on how community resources
could be integrated into the environmental education for young kids is relatively
lacking. This study tries to fill the gap through proposing the experimental curriculum
program based on action approaches in environmental education for kindergarteners.
The purpose of this research is exploring the curriculum structure, and the
implementation process and effects of action-approach environmental education at
kindergartens through qualitative research methods. The study utilizes community
resources as the curriculum materials and demonstrates the curriculum design with
rotating disks to include two themes: “where I live” and “junior environmental
protector.” The research findings suggest that the curriculum structure of
environmental education in kindergartens includes social learning, awareness, and
care; inquiry and empowerment; and action. Social learning in curriculum inspires
environmental awareness and community bonds of young kids who have been
acquainted with geographical and cultural characters of their communities. Inquiry
and empowerment in curriculum focus on involving kindergarteners in waste
recycling, sorting, and reusing. Action approaches emphasize encouragement of kids’
action on community services and individual environmental behaviors (e.g.,
minimizing individual wastes).

Keywords: action approach, environmental education in kindergarten,
community resources
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