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2005 3686 634 3,052 1207 203 1004 2479 431 2,048
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2009 6,232 966 5,266 1,947 294 1,653 4,285 672 3,613 25 155
2010 7,103 1,102 6,001 2221 353 1868 4,882 749 4,133 32 251
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2010 46,047 37,753 5,428 25,547 19,175 2,664
2011 54,515 44,100 8,068 25,500 19,426 2,338
2012 92,621 75,509 23,846 34,245 26,125 6,104
2013 121,937 97,527 27,300 48,287 36,695 11,658
2014 144,282 116,672 28,386 62,580 49,258 7,417
2015 196,965 155,337 34,274 79,535 59,851 13,155
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Globalization and Social Work in Taiwan:

Towards a Real Professionalization

Zhifeng He'  Yeun-Wen Ku®

Abstract

Social work has long been a profession dealing with welfare problems in a given
society that is especially true in the case of Taiwan since the profession is fostering
under governmental regulation and licensing. The 1997 Act for Professional Social
Workers is the first step to confirm social work as a profession, while social work also
loses its autonomy to decide teaching contents. Three problems are emerging in this
context. First, in order to catch up with the growth of social workers’ job market, a lot
of short-term programs are established to fulfil the minimum requirement of courses
and credits, which crowds out comprehensive social work education in universities.
Second, skill training, instead of the fundamentals of social work (e.g. empowerment,
anti-discrimination, social justice and human rights), becomes the heart of social work
education. Third, and most importantly, social workers are increasingly declining in
their competence of critical thinking and self-reflection. As China also establishes its
own social work education and governmental licensing system, social workers are
much likely to engage in matters across borders of Chinese-speaking societies. The
critical issues we need to think about the future competences of social workers in
Taiwan, located in Chinese-speaking societies, will include: 1. the ability to
understand local problems in the globalizing world; 2. the ability to develop
organizations and resources for social needs; and 3. the ability to promote social

justice and human right through interpersonal collaboration.
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