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The Correlation between Confucius’
Viewpoints of Nature & Humanity and
his Concepts of Musical Cultural

Cultivation
Lee Mei-Yen*

Abstract

This article aims to explore the correlation between Confucius’ viewpoints of Nature &
Humanity and his thoughts on musical cultural cultivation. The related records in the Analects of
Confucius and the expositions of his predecessors are used as the main materials, to examine how
Confucius learned with a view to his own improvement as the starting point, and achieved a
harmonious life state of rationality and sensibility. He then expanded the life ideal to the ultimate
concern of the universe. In addition, Confucius’ approach to seeking harmony between Nature and
Humanity is achieved through the "harmony" of musical cultural cultivation, thereby attaining a

harmonious and well-rounded state of life.

Keywords: Confucius, thoughts of Nature and Humanity, enjoying the arts,
attaining fulfillment in music, musical cultural cultivation
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