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The County Prestige and Promotion of

Chancellors During the Yuanhe Period of Tang

Hui-Chin Du'

Abstract

Since the An-shi Rebellion of the Tang Dynasty, the bureaucracy led by the chancellor
faced many serious challenges. During the reign of Emperor Dezong, the conflicts between the
different cliques led to local backlash and caused Jingyuan Mutiny. As a result, Fanzhen in
Hebei and Huaixi and blocked the relocation between central and local officials by their local
force. Xianzong inherited the two major problems from the previous emperor, namely, the party
disputes among the chancellors and the separatist regions of Fanzhen. In order to revive the
prestige of the imperial court and solve the problem of expanding separatist forces, the task is
to appoint proper officials in the bureaucratic system. In order to solve the emerging local clan
power, Xianzong reappointed the sons of the clans as prime ministers, in order to interfere with
the old power of county prestige and try to slow down the new power of local military and

military. It was during the Middle Tang Dynasty that clan politics rose again.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty, Xianzong, Selection of the Chancellor, County Prestige
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