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Identical Grade II and Grade IV Finals
in a Historical Stratum of the Min Dialects

Tu, Chia-lun
Department of Chinese Literature
National Taiwan University

ABSTRACT

This article focuses on a phonological correspondence in a historical stratum of
Min, in which the words from Grade II and Grade IV of traditional Chinese phonology
have identical finals. First, we distinguish this historical stratum in Min by using the
methods of historical comparison and internal reconstruction. Then we reconstruct the
original finals and explain the probable sound changes in dialects of Min. Last, we
determine that this situation of identical finals arose in the Old Jiang-dong dialect of
the Six-Dynasties Period, but that Min separately carried out a sound innovation which
resulted in its Grade II and Grade IV finals being identical.

Key words: Min dialects, analysis of the diachronic strata, the identical finals of
Grade 1I and Grade IV
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