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1 Ping-ti Ho, China in Crisis (Chicago: University of Chicago press, 1968), 15.
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B ERENERTREE " EE ) (ahistorical) - ARV LERER

Fo B ABITLRE 2 BT AU G - s MR+ EiticeE R
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2 G.R. Elton, The Practice of History (New York: Thomas Crowell Co, 1967), 11.

3 John Lukacs, Historical Consciousness: the Remembered Past (New Brunswick & London:
Transaction Book, 1994), 15~29.

4 Geoffrey Barraclough, History in a Changing World (London: Blackwell, 1962), 97

5 John Lukacs, Historical Consciousness: the Remembered Past, 23

6 Burton Watson, Ssu-ma Ch'ien: Grand Historian of China (New York: Columbia Univeristy
Press, 1958), 135. :
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EBEBIGRE  BATHEER -

T R (REFERRFELE) (Fk: RAEEFAA - 1981) »52-55-

8 Herbert Franke, “Some Aspects of Chinese Private Historiography in the Thirteenth and
Fourteenth Centuries,” in Beasley and Pulleyblank eds., Historians of China and Japan
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961), 120.
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morahty than a narrative of history ) > @ETﬁmﬁffé‘{%ﬁ?iﬁﬂ’g{ﬂ? )
RBUERIRRIERERR - BEEEZRTHEIT A (Edwin Pulleyblank ) 3% » o
BN AT S B Rk T D R E A > T — E i R B v
PRI RGSES - FTLATE 5 ARE - ERBAROE D » B 2R T
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(equanimity, imperturbability ) K2 BRI A BHEFEES fUReRE » s
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KEf > BEARTRELAEM - EERE—EWHH - RILKER SRR 6
(J.H.Plumb) 2K, » EP%EE(XﬁE%TH;}U (historical criticism ) AJ
B AAES R HUREEEIE  DENELTFZY - "

V5 75 SR SRR o Bl S B S R R R S R P E T (B R |
HIPTRERL AR R T T - S5 4 5 5 18R A Herbert Butterfield)
FEFL (529%) (The Origins of History ) —&rp » ISR B 28 5t v B 5 22
HUPRILRETR - IR » ERERE (WE) I LA BREEE T4 %
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9 J. H. Plumb, The Death of the Past (London: the Macmillan Press, 1969), 22.

10 Edwin G. Pulleyblank, “Chinese Historical Criticism: Liu Chih-chi and Ssu-ma Kuang,” in
Beasley and Pulleyblank eds., Historians of China and Japan, 143.

11 Earl H. Pritchard, “Traditional Chinese Historiography and Local Histories,” in Hayden V.
White ed., The Uses of History: Essays in Intellectual and Social History (Detriot: Wayne
State University Press, 1968), 201.

12 A.G. Widgery, Interpretations of History: From Confucius to Toynbee (London: Allen &
Unwin, 1961), 18.

13 J. H. Plumb, The Death of the Past, 21~22.

14 Herbert Butterfield, The Origins of History (New York: Basic Books, 1981), 138, 139,
146~147, 148~149.
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15 k% (Bewx) (£ MsEEdmad - 1974) » 108 -
16 a8 (VAL L2 E4HH) (FkRMAEE »1976) > 56



B LRHEIE TIERLE ) R BRE R 131

EXHFE P XS > KRB TEHE ZEHW - HUUHBEETEZE
WREERBETRERCHE - HORILKRBE  HFX TR -
PUR R FISF » TaEE RBEATE - XABEAM T MAE A 2 R/EFEF
BB (B &F TIUHERIEA 0 AR, 0 DUREAZRERE - R
LTS  ARENGL - BEREER - FERENS BB EHRMEN &
ANBAR FHBEEI A AREARENEE  WEETNARR - FiL o &
FEIZHZEEE R UEIRCHALETE » HlE B
FESE R R EEA AR MENAERESTEENESL » (FhEmis
BLAYEEN - BULTE - BKEEARR R ERTE L EAEWATR T - 8
BF MmO RIRE - SUGTRERTEE - S0 S BhE R AR B
ZJE B (an honest attempt on the part of the historian to encourage morality
while respecting the principle of truthful record) Ve B TIETHEN
B DERFEEEEREE  BAWHE  BEHORAGHER -
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oh B S T kT S SRR - VS 5 AR - e 5 R S LT
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DEEANERMEHRER  EHAREEER MG E AT
BIBLENT S « MRS SRR R E  EEBOSENE » %
TEBL IR DL O B 1 B R 7 R SR B (R A B R At — )
BRI - EBIEERRIEHY (Herbert Franke) ¥ thBIFERNY
TF SR DUR BB EEE - BB < 8 AR R I ETRILIEE S - "k

17 Lien-sheng Yang, “The Organization of Chinese Official Historiography: Principles and
Methods of the Standard Histories from the T’ang Through the Ming Dynasty,” in Beasley
and Pulleyblank eds., Historians of China and Japan, 32.

18 J. Gray, “Historical Writing in Twentieth-century China: Notes on Its Background and
Development,” in Beasley and Pulleyblank eds., Historians of China and Japan, 186.

19 Herbert Franke, “Some Aspects of Chinese Private Historiography in the Thirteenth and
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BlEER %A (E. Balazs) UL T EBERZA , (L’histoire comme
guide de la pratique bureaugratique ) JRE - FEFRIH L Vs B (EFET th o
BRM%& (history was written by officials for officials) - MiFREEEZ
BHRBEAREF  BHBAE - "HEEREEIER (Herbert
Butterfield ) 3 - BEBELETE » L ¥ EE » HBFEHB
( bureaucratically organized ) » FHE MBS HIAIE FEE (it was written on
the whole by officials for officials) - {ERMERFES] - #ECH T RAYE
EH R EETMEE - M —ERREE » AT - "Rt
OB EMEREREMETE ? EREMMIER  SOBEERNEEME
¥ e

BEEBRENGE  BAFENTEEER (W. J.F. Jenner) &
3 ThEEAREBHERATRE  RERENEERPRBUTATR - R
iR ERTE 8  BERTAR SRR B CAREE EREETE -
fisEEREy o T LR S W IR AT R R SO B R TR H R
KN=F  EBE=FiEe - MEEEERS - 0 TMEE - REE%M
BEERNEE "FERENSREVEERERIRT , - JLHEHBESE
& BETAES TEERMRRTTBIRERIVRATM , (the accumulation
of administrative experience) - AEEENEEBUNERNEE » B
ZERF TRBOMmEER , (wellinvented past ) HY T ¥ 4
(well-inductrinated ) - FFH M HREELEEENLE XA EPEXLF
W T RN S ERE S REL  RETHTERAEEER TR —
®’, > S NEBERTGE TIREREN, (timeless) » EAERE—

Fourteenth Centuries,” 131~132.

20 Etienne Balazs, “L’histoire comme guide de la pratique bureaucratique,” in Beasley and
Pulleyblank eds., Historians of China and Japan, 78.

21 Etienne Balazs, Chinese Civilization and Bureaucracy. Edited with an Intrucduction by
Arthur F. Wright. Translated by H. M. Wright (New. Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 1964), 132, 135; Denis Twitchett, The Writing of Official History under the T'ang
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), 84~85.

22 Herbert Butterfield, “History and Man’s Attitude to the Past”.
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REFEPHELR EEEE T BEAZBEMZERAT, (think of the
past as something in front of you, not behind you ) o FHRE{E C{LERE A
FRMETL T B REZ WA R L o R ERRE b Tk
HEFESAEURE ;  (no easy escape from the power of the past) » DAEIRS
HEyrh k2 " BRERMINSGE ,  (the prisoner of its own history ) o
FEIE R - R REER LN » FAPERBUFHIEEM - L
FOBTEE AR RO XECEEZ - B AE T b s
R AT MERET "HmEBIFHA , (the Last Judgment) - jr—
SRR T AP BE N E#TEY) (blinding her to what was new) - if;
TREEMTPBEAROERR o WIBZEE TEERI,  (tyrannies of
history) o > .

M EEELE  #EA % R - AlGERE R WLV 75 5 o 3 (s o 2
RS BRI - B B DUR B TR B 43 B BT I RE SRR R » R )2
BRam > FELEMBEELSENER  F—Rot - EEREXEREHNIE
S WL ATEE = IS TR B REGE AR PRSI ER T
REREENERE > MFRWERNE  RhHEW LSEBMLES
Z o UATEBIE SR - HEEEATA] - RIS RO BT
AN BERRGE 0 BIUSRE TS EEE - PEE - YOHE - BRSSP
(BREEBEMRERE  REEFFERS MR EISNEE  I1F
AAEHIPIIAARIRE S - T QEE) D% 0 BB REIRERT
FEETH RS BEREBUEER - WMIEMRIRE  (H8IERZRTREILL
WS MERTERFE "Mk HEEFY AR ERR TS
AEEH  FREE  MBRERL  WESIE  REREZ L - ATDUE

23 W. J. F. Jenner, The Tyranny of History: The Roots of China’s Crisis (London & New York:
Penguin Books, 1992), 5, 6, 7, 8~9, 10, 11, 12

24 ERA 0 (REBAHLERG) (P RARRAREFEAER) $=40 (Fk: ¢
A RIR AR LA AT 0 1971) 2230«

25 Denis Twitchett, The Writing of Official History under the T'ang, 119.

26 Lien-sheng Yang, “The Organization of Chinese Official Historiography: Principles and
Methods of the Standard Histories from the T’ang Through the- Ming Dynasty,” 47.
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31 Bk (EETRFHEE) (LT AREMAE 1985) »20~21-
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32 ¥tk (FhxE) (HEHAK) > HK— > Hléb-

33 mm o (ig) (b FEETRHREA1974) » KE > H1449 -

34 Kmdg > (£4) (Fh: BREZTHEAADAR) > H3a-

35 g (HfE%BEEALE)  (BREHET) M1 (Ek TS EE HRAE 0 1975)
23 o
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36 4802 0 (kIR) (MERLL) > F+L> RAlae

37 wmEE (FEExaR) F-0 (K HAAARBRE 1980) - 508 -
38 givE o (k) M— (T PEER1979) 0 251-252~319 -
39 E. H. Dance, History for a United World (London: Harrap, 1971), 87.

40 mepy > (XREBwWELXETHRARE) (Fk: HierEe  1974) - 814



Eh L REE TIERLE ) msinm 137

B B NE 2 -

ERVEHEFAEE > EEECT PR R A e
0 RS A GBS EET A, - MEEESRTEMY (Herbert Franke)
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41 Herbert Franke, “Some Aspects of Chinese Private Historiography in the Thirteenth and
Fourteenth Centuries,” 129~133.

42 Denis Twitchett, “Chinese Biographical Writing,” in Beasley and Pulleyblank eds.,
Historians of China and Japan, 113~114,

43 Etienne Balazs, Chinese Civilization and Bureaucracy, Edited with an Intrucduction by
Arthur F. Wright, Translated by H. M. Wright, 129.

44 BIR#% > (AEHIE) > K4 R3a-

45 Denis Twitchett, The Writing of Official History under the T'ang, 63.
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(4B o (BHO 28 RFER TEEERNER ) (materials for
a true history) 5 "B HEHE ABNEE  ERESYREBENRSE -

rgp/bsgEER L EHEES | (little reflection on the nature and

meaning of history) - “

R PR BN EGE MRS E » R PRE T2 BIER
%3%% (China has the most nearly complete historical records left by any
civilization) » VIRTRFEE - sREISREIEE - HEH T IAHMEEER
LTS o QSR - ML IERERAESE#C8% 1 (No other ancient nation

possesses records of its whole past so voluminous, so continuous, or so
accurate) - EMEREHERIZA  WREHERSE  FIMAEELERS
FEORHATHER] =TS R T RO - T - RO - OB
JEF (primary sources) B2 F (secondary sources) ° e —+PYsEiEIE
FERiR o fiE—FRE - FHE IR AR E AR - B DR
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SR EAEHI T H LS R - BN E IR RERE  ITEE
VB St - 17 7% S B B S A A R IR R S FH TR (P

46 Allan Nevins, The Gateway to History (New York: Anchor Books, 1962), 14.

47 Barzun J. and Graff, H. F., The Modern Researcher (New York: Harbinger Book, 1970), 47.

48 A. G. Widgery, Interpretations of History: From Confucius to Toynbee, 15.

49 T. W. Wallband and A. M. Taylor, Civilization Past and Present (London: Scott, Foresman,
& Co., 1949), 110.

50 Charles S. Gardner, Chinese Traditional Historiography (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
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Understanding and Misunderstanding of
“Confucian Historiography” in the West

Young-tsu Wong
Abstract

Prominent historians in the West, including some distinguished
China specialists, often label traditional Chinese historiography as
“Confucian historiography,” which they consider a history written by
officials for officials and a virtual moral tool to serve political
purposes. In this judgment, as many Western historians claim, the
Chinese knew nothing of objective historiography and historical

consciousness.

But, this judgment, it seems, is based on an ethnocentric prejudice
without looking into the traditional Chinese historiography as a whole
in any depth. This paper argues that most traditional Chinese
historiographers, with a few exceptions, such as Ouyang Xiu and Zhu
Xi, never wrote their history in the mold of Confucian morality,
known as the “Annals style” (#&fk % ) . Even the Annals style,

while encouraging morality, still made an honest attempt to respect the
principle of truthful record.

Nor does it seem fair to denounce the officially commissioned
historical writings, known as “standard history” ( iE EE ), as the means
for passing moral judgments and, even worse, serving state
propaganda. In fact, organized historical writing under the auspices of
official historiography bureau began from Tang China (618-907), and
the “standard histories” prior to Tang, including the works of Sima
Qian, Ban Gu, and Chen Shou, were written by private hands with
access to state records. The so-called “standard histories,” twenty-four
of them that do not necessarily follow dynastic order, actually
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represent better works in traditional Chinese historiography. The
official historians, though efnployed by government, were not all
dutifully bound to follow the state line. Quite a few of them showed
remarkable courage in maintaining their intellectual integrity, and
most of them upheld the principle of truth seeking. Moreover, the state
for the sake of maintaining factual truthfulness and preventing
political interference set the famous rule that even the emperor himself
should not be allowed to read the contemporary events recorded by
official historians. Even though not every emperor could be restrained,
the tradition nonetheless had been cherished. Under these
circumstances, private individuals who had little access, if any, to
historical sources could produce only less accurate “coarse history”
( ¥ &2 ) . It is an undeniable fact that in traditional Chinese
historiography official histories were normally better written than
private histories.

Still another Western misconception is that the traditional Chinese
historians knew nothing more than collecting and compiling raw
historical sources. As a matter of fact, the distinguished
historiographer Liu Zhiji of the Tang had set the high standard for
traditional Chinese historians: skills, erudition, and insight. Various
interpretations and criticisms of historical events and personalities can
be found in numerous monographic works; other than standard
histories, which are mainly chronological and narrative with little

authorial opinions.

With all its shortcomings, traditional Chinese historiography gives
due respect to historical truth and objectivity. Like their Western
counterparts, however, they could not always meet the standards that
they had set for themselves.

Keywords: Western historians, misconception of Confucian
historiography, understanding of traditional Chinese
historiography.
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