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To Save the Nation is the Duty of “Men"?

——The Women of the Hsia Family
During the Ming-Ching Transition

Huei-min Sun

Abstract

During the Ming-Ch’ing transition, all of the male members of
the Hsia family in Sung Chang died because of their connection
with the anti-Ch’ing movement. Though the male members were so
loyal to the Ming dynasty, they did not ask their female family
members to die with them or to take revenge for them, because
they believed that to save the nation was the duty of “men”.

After losing their husband, sons and brothers with whom the
daughters of different family names connected, the Hsia women no
longer lived with their in-laws. Instead of preserving the broken
patriarchal family, the Hsia wife, concubine, and daughter-in-law
chose to live with their own daughter. The Hsia daughter and
daughter-in-law of Hou family, Shu-chi, was the only Hsia woman
to live with her in-laws. In fact, the cohabiting Hou widows had

transformed their in-law relation into a religious sisterhood.

For a long time, the main theme of the story of the Hsia women
has been their chastity and hardship to preserve the offspring of the
loyalist family. During the Sino-Japanese war in 1937-1945,
writers began to emphasize the support and participation in the
anti-Ch’ing movement of the Hsia women. It appears that the idea
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has changed, especially in the minds of the Nationalists in the
Republican era: to save the country is no longer the duty only of
men, but both of men and women.

Keywords: women, nation, Hsia Yun-I, Hsia Wan-ch’un, family.
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