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Colonization and Re-colonization:
Japanese Colonial Experience on Taiwan
and the Occupational Administration
on Hainan during the WWII

Chung, Shu-ming*

Abstract

After the 10 Feb. 1939 invasion into the northern city Haiko on the
island of Hainan , Hainan was under the military occupation of the Japanese
Empire Army until the end of the WWIIL. We know that there were at least
two main aims of the Japanese occupation of Hainan . The first aim was to
get the natural resources, especially the iron, to support the war effort on the
Chinese mainland, the other one was to construct a stepping stone for the
following war with the western colonial powers. The main purpose of this
essay is to study the way the Japanese colonial experience on Taiwan
influenced the civil administration during the Japanese military occupation
of Hainan.

What was the Japanese colonial experience on Taiwan (“Taiwan
Experience” in the paper)? It outlines the Japanese colonial experiences on
Taiwan, but the most important aspects that I put focus on concern the
resource investigation, tropical medicine, “police administration”, special
propaganda, economy building, etc. During the occupation, the civil
administration was handled by the special department of the Japanese naval
force on Hainan. The fact that more than half the special department staff on
Hainan came from Taiwan or were had some experience of Taiwan affairs
makes the author want to investigate whether the Taiwan experience
influenced the Hainan civil administration and how go it. Taiwan
Development Corporation, Taiwan Bank and other major corporations on
Taiwan invested in Hainan under the Japanese Authority directions, making

* Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of Taiwan History, Preparatory Office, Academia Sinica.
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Hainan become “the second Taiwan” in Japanese eyes. The rice-sugar
productivity policy in Hainan agriculture during the occupation was said to
be a transition or copy of their Taiwan experience. The transition or copy of
Taiwan experience brought the “Taiwan agriculture and Japan industry”
colony character to Hainan too. We can also see the limited character of the
colony Taiwan in the facts that the capital and people from Taiwan was not
able to play a major active role in the Shilu iron mine or other industries.

Keywords: colonization, re-colonization, Hainan, Taiwan Development Corporation,

southward advance policy.
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