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Distinguishing between Day and Night:
Discussion on the Conception of How to Allot

Day and Night in the History of Ideas
in Ancient China

Ge, Zhao-guang’

Abstract

This paper discusses the conception of time regarding how to allot day and
night in ancient China, and studies the textual material of ancient law, social
life, and conception carefully. I will talk about a problem of intellectual history:
why the ancient Chinese people would generally think of the “legality” or
“illegality”, “normalcy” or “abnormalcy”about actions that take place at day or
night, and especially why the ancient government would take “assembling at
night and separating at day” as “spreading heathendom” or “hatching a sinister
plot”. Moreover, the government would criticize it strictly and be highly
watchful of such phenomena it. At the same time, this paper points out that the
conception of alloting time, which was based on the traditional rural customs,
collapsed gradually because of the rise of city life and commercial activity from
the Song and Yuan dynasty. In this period of changing order, we can see one
side of the transformation from ancient life to modern life.

Keywords: day, night, legality and illegality, history of ideas.
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