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The theory of “Prose as Poetry” about

Du Fu’s poetry

Tsai, Chih-chao

Assistant Professor
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Tzu Chi College of Technology

Abstract

This paper mainly attempts to probe into “prose as poetry” of Du Fu’s poetry. At
present, the discussions of “prose as poetry” mainly concentrate on Han Yu’ poetry and
Song Dynasty’s poetry. Generally it think that “prose as poetry” is the character of Song
Dynasty’s poetry. And they can trace the source of “prose as poetry” back to Han Yu’
poetry. In fact, the origin of “prose as poetry” should be Du Fu’s poetry. As to the topic
for discussion, “the common factors of the poetry and prose” is this paper’s approach of
study. In fact, the poetry and prose are different, however, having a common characteristic
between them, their common characteristic is the “Fu”. That is to say, Du Fu often use
“Fu” to narrate and remark the happenings. And this leads to that people think Du Fu
possessed “prose as poetry”, so people think his poetry possessed prose’s technique of

expression.
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