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® W. David Shaw, Origins of the Monologue: The Hidden God (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1999),
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From Oral Expression to Written Experience:
A Re-Exploration of Generic Shift in
Chinese Lyricism

Xiao Chi

Associate Professor

Nation University of Singapore

Abstract

This essay is to revise Yu-Kung Kao’s argument that treats “The Nineteen
Old Poems” as a milestone to mark a shift in Chinese lyric tradition from
the orally public expression to written individual experience. The essay
contends that “The Nineteen Old Poems” is essentially a kind of “lyric
dramatic monologue” or “one-sided dialogue” whose nature is “printed voice”
or “talk upon paper”, representing a transitional genre between the poetry of
the orally public expression and that of written individual experience. By
observing features which characterize Ruan Ji’s poems, the inner soliloquy,
self-reference, and self contention, the essay argues that the real completion
of the aforementioned transformation in Chinese lyric tradition should be
marked by Ruan’s “Verses of My Cares.” Subsequent upon Ruan’s workss,

the landscape poetry also broke the talking mode down and therefore opened
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up another direction away from the orally public tradition.
Keywords:  Yu-Kung Kao, Nineteen Old Poems, Printed Voice, Reflexive Poetry,

Ruan Ji
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