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Abstract

Since the birth of Republic China, the academia has been arguing about the existence of
narrative poetry in China for a long period. Therefore, this article is to clarify the meaning of
narrative poetry, to investigate the evolutional process of narrative literature in Chinese litera-
ture from historical document, and then to derive the definition of Chinese narrative poetry
and its symbolic characteristics from the result. Furthermore, the first episode Chinese poetry
collection will be fully searched and analyzed for the narrative characteristics of Shijing.
Through this investigative process, this article will demonstrate the early look of Chinese nar-
rative poetry and its evolutional history.

If we look at Shijing at the angle of narrative literature, Da-Ya and Xiao-Ya includes the
most narrative materials, and Da-Ya even contains a number of heroic poetry. Thus, this article
will start the study from Da-Ya and Xiao-Ya that have more narrative components, explore
their narrative features, analyze the narrative features of Song and Guo-Feng poetry, and fully

discuss and further explain the early look of Chinese narrative poetry and is representative
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meaning in the history of heroic poetry.

Based on the times of pre-Shijing and post-Shijing, there is a historic line for the devel-
opment of heroic poetry: earlier Zhou-Song and Da-Ya mainly presents the appearance of nar-
rative poetry; consequently, the early western-Zhou poetry mainly represents the narrative po-
etry for governing hierarchy. Moreover, narrative poetry was founded earlier than expressive
poetry, which matches the common development of global literature. Later, the later Guo-
Feng, Lu-Song, and Shan-Song represents the mainstream of expressive poetry according to
their content and characteristics. To make a conclusion, what the Shijing covers is a 500-year
history of historical development of poetry from Zhou dynasty to Chun-Qiu ages. During the
period, the narrative poetry actually rose and fell but never disappeared. For those who would
like to study the history of Chinese literature or heroic poetry, this argument deserves their at-

tention.

Keywords: Narrative literature  Shijing Narrative poetry Feng Guo-Feng Ya
Da-Ya Xiao-Ya Song Zhou-Song Lu-Song Shang-Song Epic
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