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Du Fu’s Inscription Poetry and the Poetics’
Paradigm: On How Tiaoxi Yu Yin Ts’ung Hua

discusses Du Fu’s Painting Landscape Poetry

Chang, Kao Ping

Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,

National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Du Fu, as the paradigm of classical poetry, is not only the representative of Tang po-
etry, but also the originator of Song style. He influences the characteristic formation of Song
poetry and shows the enduring value for his innovative masterworks. For instance, inscrip-
tion poems written by Du Fu fit with Tang’s tune from head to heel, but it also initiate dis-
tinct atmosphere in Song dynasty. The most remarkable inscription poems written by Du Fu
are paintings toward horses, eagles and landscapes. Moreover, his inscription poems on
pines, cranes and falcons also deserve to be mentioned. For poets in Song dynasty, Du Fu
creates three inscriptive techniques. First, uses real things as metaphors for the scene. Sec-
ond, uses techniques of painting to aid one’s writings. Third, dwell on the wonderland of
paintings. Therefore, Du Fu pays attention to the resonance between poems and paintings,
and he uses three techniques to achieve his goals: transforms a beauty into an allurement,
expands the boundary and the level, and represents the general appearance of the picture.
As a result, we would see how painters and poets develop their techniques, resonant be-

tween poems and paintings, to make extraordinarily painstaking efforts.

Keywords: Du Fu, Inscription Poetry, Poetics’ Paradigm, Resonance between Poems

and Paintings, Techniques of Inscription
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