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The Adaptions of the Legend of the
White Snake in Taiwan and Hong Kong,
by Means of Lin Hwai Min’s Dancing,
Li Pi-Hua’s Novel and Hsui Hark’s Movie

Chen, Cheng-Fan

Assistant Professor,
Department of Chinese Language and Liter,

National Chi Nan University

The adaptations of “The Legend of the White Snake” in the 21st century are often
regarded as “The Legend of Subversion.” However, the modern twist of the story of the
white snake has started in 1970s. The leading one is the famous dance work, “Madame
White Snake” by Lin Hwai-min. This article starts from “Madame White Snake”, at-
tempting to explore how classical literary work has gained its new meaning through re-
contextualisation in the contemporary era and social context. This study will be related
toissues of traditional China and the localization of Taiwan, particularly including gender
issues about independent female and dismiss of patriarchy. Based on the thread of thou-
ght, this article will continue to examine relevant issues through Lilian Lee's "Green
Snake" and the homonymy movie directed by Tsui Hark.

Lillian Lee’s “Green Snake” as the reference is its important role of continuing the
tradition of “The Legend of White Snake” due to its adaption from the view of “betrayal
of creation”. Through this lens, we cannot ignore Tsui Hark’s film, “Green Snake”. Al-
though Tsui Hark adapted his work on the basis of Lillian Lee’s novel, it highlights the

power of backlash for Lillian’s work. This paper examines the new tradition of “The Leg-
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end of the White Snake” starting from Lin Hwai-min’s work in terms of the perspective
of cultural criticism, and interprets how different producers dismiss the dominant position

of the traditional white snake and project personal concern and awareness.

Keywords: legend of White Snake, Green Snake, Lin Hwai-min, Lilian Lee,

Tsui Hark, gender issue, nation
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