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Bai Ju-yi How to Read His Poetry?
—— A Case Study of [ Self-Criticism |

Chen, Ying-Chieh

Assistant Professor,
Dept. of Chinese Literature,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

This study wants to probe the being, forms, intensions and meanings of the behavior
about Bai Ju-yi’s “self- criticism”. In Bai’s statements, we find that he paid many
attentions to the comments from other readers, and his works look like “autobiography”
after compile his own collected works in person several times. Moreover, we find Bai Ju-
yi considered himself to be a “poet” which is defined by not only the opinion of “kong-
yin” but also “poverty-stricken life” along with “great literature”. The above opinions
play very important roles in the history of Chinese literary criticism, and they are worth
academia's special concern. In the last section, we also review the writing methods from
the literatures about the history of Chinese literary criticism and bring some

examinations.

Keywords:  Bai Ju-yi, self-criticism, zhi-yin, poet's reputation, “Poverty-stricken life”

can cause “great literature”, Luo Gen-ze
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