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The Expositive Strategies of Lee Ang’s
“Marriage in Seven Lives: Entangled Love
Affairs of Taiwanese Mainlander”

Liu, Yi-Chieh

Assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tamkang University

Abstract

The topics of Lee Ang’s works have always been the key points that scholars discuss
and analyze.Her works are usually based on females and lust, which are connected with
the themes like nations, politics, ghosts, and diets. The book “Marriage in Seven Lives:
Entangled Love Affairs of Taiwanese Mainlander” is another significant work of hers.

From the two keywords “Taiwan/Mainland” and “Entangled Love Affairs”, we can
know that the content is related to the nation, lust and even the situation of both sides.
Also, the writing styles that were seldom noticed before are intentionally presented. It is
worth mentioning that this is Lee Ang’s first time to use the different written characters
to form her articles. The boldface and subtitles are placed in the articles, which is
commomly seen in other writers’ works. Owing to her new writing style, the structures
of the chapters are beautifully dense and consistent with each other.On the other side,
“Marriage in Seven Lives” is the core of the novel. By extending, adapting and rewriting
again and again the main idea “Marriage in Seven Lives”, she has restarted explaining the
folk legends and their casual relationship. She is trying to build up the new common
experiences and cultural identification. Moreover, the love process between the leading
man “Chou Show Dong” and the leading lady “He Fang” and the situation between
Taiwan and Mainland China are bound up with “Marriage in Seven Lives”.The written

style in this book is complementary to its content.

Keywords: Lee Ang, “Marriage in Seven Lives: Entangled Love Affairs of Taiwanese
Mainlander”, Expositive Strategies
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