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Zhang Shizhi in Shiji”
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Abstract

Existing researchs interpreted the topic “Application of Law by Zhang Shizhi in
Shiji” as “All People are Entitled Equal Before the Law” which was the slogan of the
French Revolution and then ignored the historical background between the Qin Dynasty
and the Han Dynasty. First of all, this essay masters historical knowledge from the
original text of Shiji, Han Dynasty legal and thoughts of the early Han Dynasty. Then
explores the following topics: the development of “Natural law”, Source of equal rights,
difference between “reality” and “value” and relationship “Formal Legality” and
“Substantive Justice”. Then points out the reason why Zhang Shizhi can convinced
Wendi is that it’s not so much “Law enforcement justice” is worse than recourse to “The
Value above the Law”. And in this way to bind the power of the monarch. Finally, this
essay explores the contemporary meaning of “Application of Law by Zhang Shizhi in

Shiji” from difficulties that cannot be avoided even if the judiciary is independent.

Keywords:  Shizhi, Zhang Shizhi, Law, Equal, Value
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