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® tELAAL RABGRABETHEASSE 1020 EH > BEARG Y XBRTRACOME
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@® =% & “France Antarctique” & = B & B4 © & 2 B B 69 4 4% o 1568 43532 K 4 4 The New Found
Vvorlde, or, Antarctike: Wherein Is Contained Woderful and Strange Things, as Well of Humaine Crea-
tures, as Beasts, Fishes, Foules, and Serpents, Trees, Plants, Mines of Golde and Siluer : Garnished
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man, master Andrevve Theuet. And now newly translated into Englishe, wherein is reformed the errours
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A Comparative Study on “Region of
Cannibal” and “Region of Giant”
in Matteo Ricci’s Chinese World Map

Liu, Ya-Wei

Doctoral Student, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University

Abstract

Drawn by Matteo Ricci, the first Chinese global map displays several “legendary
races”, which have the same or similar names as the “Categories of Various Barbarians
(Zhu Yi Men)” in the late Ming. Thus, it is often discussed as mythical ethnic groups
related to traditional Chinese Hua-Yi concept. Comparing Chinese and Western
documents about “Cannibals” and “Region of Giant” around 16th century, this essay
argues that these two legendary South American countries were not fictitious; they both
originated from famous western travel logs published in the Age of Discovery.
Meanwhile, images about “monstrous races” had spread widely in Europe, and
exaggerated the long-term impact of imagination and mythology. However, it is possible
that Ricci accepted the Chinese names of the “exotic others” shown in classic Chinese
literature during translation. When it comes to those monstrous races depicted in Asia,
they may mainly be based on Chinese documents. Considering this, the “exotic others”
appeared in Ricci’s map could be an illustration of the exchanges and collisions between

the Eastern and Western culture.

Keywords: Matteo Ricci, Kunyu Wanguo Quantu, Cannibal, Categories of Various

Barbarians, Barbarism
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