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Predestination, Trial, Mischief -
the Imagination of “God’s List” in the
Dream Omen of Imperial Examination in the
Ming and Qing Dynasty

Chen, Hai-Yin

Assistant Professor, Tainan University of Technology

Abstract

Although there has been a saying since the Tang Dynasty “officers are determined
by the god”, but the word “God’s List” was first seen in Song Dynasty. It was referred to
in the Tang Dynasty, successor who passed the imperial examination brought the
“admission list” with successor’s name on it, so it has nothing to do with ghosts and gods.
However, in the middle of the Ming Dynasty, “God’s List” became a common type in the
dream omen of the imperial examination, spreading many things that “see the list in the
dream but come true in reality”. From the perspective of epitaphs and biographies at that
time, having God’s List experience can be regarded as a unique note of fame. In the
changes of the notes of the literati, God’s List even became an example of the merits and
demerits books under the influence of the thoughts of exhortation of goodness in the Ming
and Qing Dynasty, which had the function of promoting good and punishing evil. In the
Qing Dynasty, the stories of God’s List became richer, besides the most basic example
which was the dream come true, there were still many dreams and realities with a huge
gap between the records, and even some with a mischievous color. However, mystery

novels show a unique imagination of the other world through the saying of the God’s List.

Keywords: God’S List, Predestination, Imperial Examination, Dream Omen
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