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A Probe into the Issues of “Diehuang” and
“Zhihuang” of Zuo’s Commentary on the

Spring and Autumn Annals

Chen, Hsuan-Wei

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

“Diehuang” and “Zhihuang” of Zuo’s Commentary on the Spring and Autumn
Annals are explained by Du Yu with Menque. Modern scholar Xu Zibin also added
supplementary arguments to it. However, seen from the burial habits of the pre-Qin
Period, it is often human beings sacrifice buried under the Menque. Therefore, if Yuquan
was buried at the Menque after his death, the treatment would be like a human being
sacrifice, so the theory has to be reconsidered. Secondly, through further investigation
according to the tomb materials of Chu State, it can be found in the tombs of kings of Chu
that the officials were mostly buried on the south side of the main tomb. In this way, the
location of Diehuang is also on the south side of the tomb of the king of Chu. “The
ancients treat the dead as if they were alive.” If we reversely presume the Zhihuang as the
residence of live people according to the situation of the tombs, the location can be further
presumed. Zhihuang will not be too far from the imperial burial place, and it is considered
that the position of the Zhihuang is in front of the palace of the imperial burial place and
behind of the door of imperial burial place, with the addition that it is necessary to wear

shoes here and the “Huang” also has the meaning of emptiness, then it can be presumed
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that Diehuang refers to the middle courtyard of the imperial burial place. This is why the

Diehuang is the practical meaning of courtyard.

Keywords: Zuo’s Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals, Diehuang,
Zhihuang, Que, the Imperial Burial Place, Courtyard
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