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The Practice and Reflection of the Scholars of
the Song Dynasty on the Three-Generation
Sage Rule from the Proses in the Process of the
Construction of the Local Official School

Kuo, Ling-Feng

Adjunct Assistant Professor, College of General Studies, Yuan Ze University

Abstract

The records of learning in prefectures and counties refer to the proses recorded in
the process of the establishment, revision and relocation of learning in prefectures and
counties. In the Northern Song Dynasty, with the help of the policy of worshiping
literature and the three large-scale campaigns to build schools in the states and counties,
the vigorous development of learned prose not only became a popular literary genre in
the Song Dynasty, but also set up a perfect model of writing style. It is an important
historical document for modern people to study the education of local government in
Song Dynasty.

The scholars of the Song Dynasty were committed to the traditional Confucian
philosophy of governing the world. They advocated that “three kings and four
generations of the people should be governed by learning” . The establishment of school
education was the continuation of the three generations of sage rule and the rule of
governing the world since the three generations. This paper is a review of the scholarly

prose of the Song Dynasty, which was written in response to the establishment of schools
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in various states and counties. In Song Dynasty, the scholars’yearning for the ideal of
three-generation sage governance, the education of the three-generation sage king should
be put in the first place, the practice of the education and politics idea such as the way of
learning to cultivate talents and helping emperor become sage king Yao and Shun, and

the response to the policy of the emperor of the Song Dynasty.

Keywords: the Proses in the Process of the Construction of the Local Official School,
Song Dynasty Local Official School, Back to the Three-Generations,
Cultivating Talented Persons through School Education, Help Emperor
Become Sage King Yao and Shun
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