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Abstract

The Bibliotheque Sino-Internationale Geneéve was an important oversea cultural agency
established by the government of the Republic of China in the 1930s. However, little research has been
done on its history. Furthermore, the current understanding of the library is often based on anecdotal
accounts of Li Shizeng and Xiao Yu. Many existing impressions of the library are distorted and
incorrect. This study employs firsthand materials including chronicles, diaries, newspapers, and
other archival resources to reconstruct the history of the library and its major publication, the
Orient et Occident.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Bibliotheque Sino-Internationale Geneve
was an important cultural agency established
overseas by the Republic of China in the 1930s.
The Orient et Occident was one of its most
important publications. A major contribution of
the serial publication was that it published several
valuable doctoral theses research papers written
by Chinese overseas scholars. It also serves as
an important historical information source for
studying Chinese overseas scholars and the
development of sinology in that era. The existing
research of the Bibliothéque Sino-Internationale
Geneve is often based on Li Shizeng (ZH%) and
Xiao Yu’s (7§#) account of the library. This study
employs multiple information sources including
almanacs, diaries, newspapers, magazines, and
archival resources to recount the establishment
of the library, its sources of funding, organization
and staffing, and library collections. It further
discusses on the functions, authoring, values, and

weaknesses of the Orient et Occident.

2. The Bibliotheque Sino-
Internationale Geneve
The existing literature often dates the
establishment of the library in September 1932,
when Li Shizeng proposed the founding of

the library in the annual cultural cooperation
conference of the League of Nations. However,
this impression is misleading. In fact, in the
summer of 1916, Li, then the deputy chair of
the Société Franco-Chinoise d’Education, had
proposed the idea of building an oversea Chinese
library in France as well as a French library in
China. On July 9, 1918, Cai Yuanpei (3J05%),
then the President of the Peking University, and
Li together advocated the idea of establishing
Chinese libraries around the world to facilitate
cultural exchange. This idea was well greeted
by educational and cultural leaders such as
Zhang Yuanji (587C7%), Li Dazhao (Z=A$1), Hu
Shih (#15#), Shen Yinmo (JEFER), Zhu Xizu
(R75iH), Qian Xuantong ($8X[A]), and Ma
Youyu (FE4if4) (Cai, 1997, p. 367). Following the
advocacy, the founding of the library had started
to take shape.

2.1 The sources of funding

The library was continuously funded by the
Agriculture and Industry Bank of China and the
World Book Co. Ltd. — Li was then the chairman
of the board of the bank. It also received funding
from the government of the Republic of China.
The record indicates that, as early as 1933, the
library was already supported by the government.

Prior to the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese
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War in 1937, the funding of the library was
included in the nation’s annual education budget.
Li further raised monetary support via his social
network, and the supporters of the library included

powerful politicians, educators, and bankers.

2.2 Organization and staffing

During 1933 to 1948, the library was headed
by Dr. Hu Tianshu (#JKf7), who graduated
from the Universitdt zu Berlin in 1928. Hu
made significant contribution to the collection
development, services, and external relations of the
library. Other library staffers that can be identified
in archival records include Le Weiyu (translated
name of an European staffer), Feng Chen Zuiyi
(5B TR), Qi Lun (i), Chen Shuyi (BRf8),
Liu Chongren (§15%{7), Xiao Xuanzong (FEIE5R),
and Qi Jichai (F5354%) ([Chen], 1935). The library
had a general service department that was in
charge of the overall library routine operations as
well as the public services of the library including
circulation and library tours. It also has a Chinese
collection department that provided registry,
cataloging, and shelving services for Chinese
books. A Western collection department should be
also existent at that time. Later, a museum department
was added to the library, which took charge in the

curation and display of antiques and artifacts.

2.3 Site selection & collection development

The siting of the library in Geneve was
based on several considerations. First, the city
hosted several influential international official
organizations like the League of Nations and
International Labour Office. Second, the city was
a hub of transportation in the European Continent.
Third, the neutrality policy in Swiss diplomacy

also reinforced the site decision.

Extended Abstract

The library had developed a plan in
approximately 1935 to build a collection which
would contain 60% Chinese books, 25% sinology
works written in other languages, and 10%
general Western books. By the end of 1939, the
library housed roughly 125,000 Chinese books
and manuscripts and 30,000 Western books.
In addition, it also collected Chinese antiques,
embroidery, paintings and calligraphy, and photos
([Xiao], 2005). The sources of acquisitions, aside
from library purchases, include the donations
of Li, Hu, and other board members as well as
collection exchanges, loans, and duplications from
other institutions.

3. The Orient et Occident

The magazine Orient et Occident was first
published by the library in 1934. From 1934 to
1936, two volumes (24 issues) were issued. Xiao
Yu and others have referred to the magazine’s title
as Dong Yu Xi (BLEAPY), while the printed title
on the magazine cover reads Dong Xi Wen Hua
(PRP53¢1k), which should be the inscription of Li
Shizeng. The magazine aimed to promote sinology
to the European general public who are curious
about Oriental cultures.

The authors who had written for the magazine
included Chinese oversea students, Chinese
scholars and Western scholars, the library staff,
and officials of the Republic of China government.
The submissions were often invited by Li and Hu
via their political and social connections in China,
France, and Germany. Hu’s connection with the
academia enabled him to recruit the writings of
the doctoral candidates.

However, the magazine was weak in its
proofreading and printing quality. The library
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staff was not fully capable of handling such
an international magazine. From existing
records, the magazine had been distributed to
Peking University, Jiangsu Provincial GuoXue
Library, and the Society for Research in Chinese
Architecture. The Monumenta Serica and the
Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies had both referenced
the magazine due to a published doctoral dissertation
research by Bu Ailing ( M%), This indicates an
important contribution of the magazine in
publishing Chinese oversea and Western sinology
students’ research theses. Those constitute a
resource for studying Chinese oversea scholars’

intellectual traces during that period of time.

4. Conclusion

During its existence, the Bibliothéque Sino-
Internationale Geneve offered regular circulation
and reference services and held cultural exhibitions
in cooperation with the library of the Leagues
of Nations. The Orient et Occident magazine
promoted Chinese cultures. Thus, Bibliotheque
Sino-Internationale Geneve is a manifestation of
cultural exchanges between China and the Western

countries and a symbol of Chinese participation in

the world during 1930s-1940s.
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