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TTH E U G R - DUERE T SRR A O B B I e PR A R RO — E B R TR
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Abstract

Since 1993, when the Cold War came to its end and the Communist Party
of China (CPC) entered the post-Deng era, China has begun to actively use
public diplomacy strategy. Among the various CPC’s public diplomacy tools,
supreme leaders’ state-visiting diplomacy is the one that is most commonly
used. In official announcements, the Chinese government has declared at
least three main goals that China wants to achieve by using public diplomacy:
reducing other states’ perceptions of China as a threat, promoting economic
relations with other states, and harmonizing both sides’ common interests.
This article evaluates whether or not Chinese supreme leaders’ state-visiting
diplomacy has achieved its announced goals through public diplomacy. After
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analyzing the empirical evidences, this article finds that, although Chinese
supreme leaders’ state-visiting diplomacy fails to achieve most of its alleged
public diplomacy goals, but it has succeeded in changing other countries’
interests by moving them closer to China and further away from the United
States. The findings of this article shed light on both the research of Chinese
supreme leaders’ state-visiting diplomacy and the study of the Sino-US
contestations.

Keywords: Public Diplomacy, State-Visiting, Chinese Supreme Leaders, Soft
Power
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