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The Inheritance and Evolution of “Diean Sixteen Rules
for the Tones of Qin” from “Xishan Qin kwuan” (24
Epithets on Guqin Music)

Lee, Mei-Yen

Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National Pingtung

University

Abstract

Two critical works on the aesthetics of Chinese guqin music have been preserved in
the Gugqin tablatures of the late Ming and early Qing dynasties. One work is “Xishan Qin
kwuan” (24 Epithets on Guqin Music), collected in Dahuange Qinpu (Qin Handbook
from the Chamber of Great Returning) written by Xu Hong. It is the pinnacle of Chinese
Gugqin musical aesthetics, discussing Guqin playing skills and aesthetic conception in
twenty-four aspects. Although the details of the twenty-four aspects differ, the whole
article is a harmonious amalgamation of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, which
embodies the enlightenment spirit of Tao. The other work is “Diean Sixteen Rules for
the Tones of Qin,” collected in Qinxue Xinsheng Xiepu (Qin Studies Heartfelt Sounds
Harmonious Tablature), written by Zhuang Zhenfeng. Both of these works are based on
the “one-character review” as the criterion for appraising the beauty of Guqin’s music.

However, there is a lot of overlap in the content of these two works, which raises

the question of which one was written first. This paper discusses the “Sixteen Rules
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for the Tones of Qin” and its author, focusing on two key considerations: First, who
is the real author of the “Sixteen Rules for the Tones of Qin” - Leng Qian in the late
Yuan and early Ming dynasty, or Zhuang Zhenfeng in the early Qing dynasty? Second,
the research compares and contrasts “Diean Sixteen Rules for the Tones of Qin” with
“Xishan Qin kwuan” and reveals how the guqin aesthetics of the-former were inherited
and changed from the latter. Following this, the author discusses the actual authorship of
“Sixteen Rules for the Tones of Qin” and its inheritance and evolution from “Xishan Qin

kwuan” (24 Epithets on Guqin Music).

Keywords: Gugqin, Leng Qian, Zhuang Zhenfeng, Diean Sixteen Rules for the Tones of
Qin, Xu Hong, Xishan Qin kwuan (24 Epithets on Guqin Music)



