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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic that broke out in mainland China in 2020
greatly affected the country either in its economy or in its foreign relations.
It consequently grabbed the entire world’s attention while arousing grave
concerns at home. Of particular interest to major powers is the part that China’s
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has played in fighting the COVID-19. It is
true that the PLA has established step by step modes of interaction with local
governments through its participation in search and rescue efforts prior to the
most recent round of military reform launched in 2016 and that “emergency
response and handling of emergencies” has become one of its primary tasks,
but its participation in the fight against the COVID-19, despite with a large
commitment of manpower and resources, has been found to be plagued with
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problems of one sort of another. In terms of structure, medical service units of
the PLA prior to the said military reform were subjected to commands from
different higher authorities, quite complicated to explain to say the least, with
the then General Staff Department and the General Logistics Department vying
with each other for dominance in the field. Following the military reform, the
Logistics Support Department of the Central Military Commission has been
responsible for planning and budget allocation related to logistics affairs, while
the Joint Logistics Support Force is entrusted with the task of putting those
plans into practice. Meanwhile, under the guiding principle of theater commands
responsible for operations and the services taking care of arms build-up,
medical service organizations across the services have been revamped to meet
new requirements. Despite the efforts in this direction, quite a few problems
still emerged in the process of combating the COVID-19. Based on case studies
covering the 2003 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) pandemic and
the 2020 COVID-19, this paper seeks to analyze the post-reform PLA medical
service in terms of its system and its performance in China’s fight against the
COVID-19 while weighing it against what it was before the reform in the hope
of determining its structural changes called upon by the reform and zooming in
on certain potential problems with it that seem to be looming on the horizon not
long after the completion of the reform.

Keywords: PLA Studies, COVID-19, Military Reform, Medical Service
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