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Teaching Practice Research on Military Academy
Student to Enhance the Senses of Place From
Integrating Place-Based Education Into Qutdoor
Education

Kuang-you Tien"

Abstract

Since 1994, Taiwan has successively promoted various community
building policies, which are community building approaches to require people,
groups and organizations to work together to build connections and confidence.
This strategy can be shared on identities and aspirations to build a sense of
responsibility for community. By the shared identities and aspirations, this way
can enhance residents’ feelings towards their place of residence and their
awareness of participating in local affairs. Based on historical factors, military
academies have deeply tied with local communities, such as the Military
Academy in Fengshan, the Naval Academy in Zuoying, and the Air Force
Academy in Gangshan; however, military education often focuses on the
personality of the students. The military schools cultivate on the students’
personality development, but ignore the sense of local education. Because the
local education is extremely neglected, the military school students are
completely unfamiliar with the history and culture of the resident. This situation
makes the military students unfamiliar with the history and culture of the
residence completely, not to mention the establishment and maintenance of
"community relations", which is an essential function of any successful business,

organizations or institutions or schools to establish and maintain a mutually
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beneficial relationship with the communities. "Every member is a goodwill
ambassador." Based on the concept, a goodwill ambassador is the person who is
a part of governments, institutions and countries. The goodwill ambassador is
the bridge to connect good relationship between schools and the local
communities. The goodwill ambassador should ideally promote community
relations. Therefore, the relationship between the troops and the resident
community must be implemented in a planned and continuous execution, rather
than temporary intentions, such as helping the local residents temporary to open
disaster relief camps because of natural disaster, etc., in fact, it will increase
mutual grievances. After all, the troops are not mostly from the communities
where they are stationed. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to explore the
local education theory and integrate the local education theory into the outdoor
education in the course of "Introduction to Overall Community Construction"”,
and to enhance the sense of the local education among military school students.
In this study, 18 students from a military academy in the south were
selected as the research objects. The action research lasted for 4 months. Besides
that, further collected from teacher thought notes, teaching assistant classroom
records and students Qualitative information such as interview records were
used as well. This study cross-examines the effectiveness of learning through
multiple facts. The "Local Emotion Scale" with good reliability is applied to
collect military school students' feelings about local emotions, and collect
qualitative data such as teacher reflection notes, teaching assistant classroom
records, and student interview records. In this study, paired sample t-tests were
used for quantitative analysis, and content topics were summarized for
qualitative analysis. Moreover, researchers continued to discover and solve
teaching problems through teaching observation and reflection in the teaching
process to enhance students' sense of place. Through the teaching observation

and communication with the students, it is the best way to solve any problems
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that the students or the teachers have. It is important for the military students to
develop “problem-solving” abilities. The study found that the integration of
local-based education theory into outdoor education could help improve
students' sense of place, the researchers' curriculum design and problem-solving
abilities. The findings of this study can be provided for military academies and
colleges to think about how to integrate place-based education and outdoor
education in order to enhance the teaching design with students’ sense of place
in the community where the school is located. Outdoor education closely was
linked to the cultural context of the region that could deepen national
consciousness in students' hearts and helped reposition the relationship between
the roles of military academies and military personnel. Although military school
students have limited time for autonomy, as long as they are given a stage and
give them a sense of mission and meaning, students can also enthusiastically
devote themselves to community work. The community work can strengthen the
relationship between the military students and local communities at anytime and
anywhere. This is a good way to develop a good relations between military
schools and the communities in solving problems. Therefore, as Knapp(2005)
proposed “problem-solving ability”, military schools can try to use the teaching
method of "problem-solving ability" to integrate various topics of local life into
the curriculum, and make the curriculum closer to students' daily life, and serve
as energy for subsequent participation in public affairs. This study provides
information as a reference for universities and colleges to combine local
education and outdoor education to enhance students’ sense of local education in
the local education courses as well as for the teachers to teach the courses in
their communities.

Finally, based on the results of this research, the following suggestions are
made for the teaching scene: (1) Outdoor teaching is necessary, but it is not for

students to study individually or as a physical and mental adjustment. This
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outdoor teaching aims to work together as a big team and as a big family. The
provision of knowledge before class, the maintenance of order in class, feedback
and exchanges after class are indispensable; (2) Outdoor education fields can be
cut in from food, clothing, housing, transportation, religious beliefs and
entertainment activities, etc., to get closer to the local culture. The outdoor
education can not be only in the textbook, more importantly, it should be fit into
any category in the community such as local food, etc; (3) The students and
teachers can exchange the experience and share mechanism after outdoor
education classes to expand the learning. Through the sharing between the
students and the teachers, both of the parties can learn each other and solve any
problems to each other; (4) Teachers are not only a bridge between students and
the community, teachers should maintain a good relationship with the
community. It is recommended to use "service learning" as a way to achieve
equality and mutual benefit to start of the partnership; (5) The people who know
the community best are often locals who were born and grew up in the local
community. It is recommended that local associations be invited to participate in
curriculum design to meet the purpose of local-based education. This way both
of the parties can learn and exchange various cultures in order to gain a variety
of ideas and innovations; (6) Like living in Truman World, it is not difficult to
imagine that school leaders are faced the pressure to present a good education
performance to the top management in schools. The study hopes the teaching
activities can be carried out in the classroom, but as long as teachers are willing
to spend more time trying and communicating, the school can also provide
administrative support. This study believes outdoor Education is no longer an
impossible way to do. The top management of school is willing to collaborate
with the teachers to meet the students’ needs; (7) On the basis of the
"Introduction to Overall Community Construction", the schools can develop and

enrich the connotation of the school-based curriculum as the center with the
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local background. The study hopes to combine formal education and local
community culture for the students to understand and to expand the experiences

in the both parties.

Keywords: sense of place, place-based education, outdoor education,
military academy
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