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"Learning in the Light of History'': The Effect of
Situated Learning on Cultural Resources of
Military School Students on Cognitive Load

Ding-kuo Yeh', Kuang-you Tien"

Abstract

The researchers combined the curriculum planning, local cultural resources,
and teaching modules to expand the teaching site of the "Cross-Strait Relations"
course from the classroom to the Kangsan area, and conduct community observation
situation learning by using digital tools (mobile phones, computers, and Internet
platforms). Through the use of pictures, images, text descriptions, and group
reports, the "Seeing Kangsang" photography contest flips, all these teaching
methods allow students to enter the community and to learn through experience.
We start from the historical memory of the Kangsan area; we go through the
interactive experience of cross-strait relations in the past; we reflect on the
possible future development of cross-strait relations. Based on this, we conduct
action research to improve the activity planning through reflection log, teaching
feedback, as well as quantitative and qualitative data investigation and analysis.
This is in fact an action plan for future continuous improvement of the curriculum
plan. Based on our preliminary research results, we may conclude by the following
points. First, the local literature combined with topic-oriented (PBL) teaching
and action teaching can effectively improve the effective cognitive load of

classmates in course participation and learning. Second, the use of digital tools

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Air Force Institute of
Technology.
Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, Air Force Institute of
Technology.
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and platforms can improve learning efficiency, but technology and convenience
factors must be reconsidered to reduce operating costs. The feelings and reflections
during and after learning sessions must still rely on the assistance of teachers for
integration. Third, in-school competitions combined with out-of-school activities
can effectively transform the out-of-school learning experience to form long-term
knowledge. But we have to closely measure students' understanding of the topic
so that the activities could be effectively combined with the class content. Finally,
we recommend that military school students have more substantial subject
understanding and prior knowledge so that they can combine teaching activities

and curriculum content more effectively.

Keywords: situational learning, community participation, digital learning,
cognitive load
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