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The Development of a River-Protection-Oriented,
School-based Curriculum in University Setting:
The Case Study of a Group Courses in Program of
Cultivating Citizens' Core Competence

Ching-Yi Horng * Yen-Cheng Tseng =
Hui-tun Chuang e Yong-Jhong Huang R

Abstract

School-based curriculum development is an essential strategy which helps
vitalize instructions, enrich teacher development, and connect to the
community. Located at the center of Erren River Basin, Chang-Jung Christian
University, saddled with environmental responsibility, has engaged in the
pollution remediation led by the government since 2002 and intended to
develop localization as one of the school’s features. Erren River, neighboring
our campus, is often used as a resource for teaching and research by the faculty.
This study, therefore, is about an interdisciplinary teaching group incorporating
four courses in various disciplines, including environmental protection,
historical culture, foreign language learning, and creative writing. We hope to
provide a well-rounded course design so that the students can synthesize broad

perspectives and knowledge that they gain from learning about the Erren River.

*  Assistant professor, Department of Occupational Safety and Health, Chang Jung

Christian University

Assistant professor, Department of Tourism, Food & Beverage Management, Chang
Jung Christian University

% Assistant professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Studies, Chang Jung Christian

sk

University
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This study investigated the effectiveness of students’ learning using pre- and
post-course questionnaire and teaching evaluation questionnaire. Results of the
pre- and post-course questionnaire showed significant increases in ‘professional
knowledge and behavior’ and ‘the awareness and conception of Erren River’.
The teaching evaluation also showed that the course designed with the Erren
River as the core leads to better learning of the students in comparison with
regular courses. In addition, the communication platform such as routine
meetings and Facebook network can effectively promote teacher teaching skills
and resource sharing. The course design staged with a river neighboring the
campus can not only effectively promote student learning and facilitate various
outcomes from the course group, but also provide feedbacks to the communities

related and foster the prospects of the areas that the river runs through.

Keywords: school-based curriculum development, environmental
education, Erren River Watershed, teaching-group course

design, interdisciplinary teaching-group
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