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TheAction Research on Incorporating Civic Literacy into
College Students' Cross-subject Project-based L earning:
The Case of the Department of Digital Media and Education
Industry of NTTU

3k

Chien-LungWang” Ju-Hui Chang™ Tung-Chung Tsai

Abstract

The Civic Literacy Cultivating Project of the Ministry of Education
continues the approach of previous college general education reform in recent
years, emphasizing the cultivation of civic competencies of critical thinking,
decision making, problem solving, and so forth. National Taitung University
has conducted the 3-year project since 2011. In 2012 academy year, four “pilot
departments” were recruited to conduct the two subprojects of “social
participatory learning” and “core literacies fusing into professional curricula’
which encourage professors to incorporate the civic literacy into their curricula
The Department of Digital Media and Education Industry was the most
important “pilot department” in the project because of its featured running
model of collaborative instruction and cross-subject project-based learning.
With the subsidies from the project, the freshmen edited 7 picture books after
reflectively experiencing local indigenous tribal culture, and the sophomore
shot 7 micro-movies based on the critical thinking on key educational issuesin

*  Associate Professor, Department of Education, National Taitung University

**  Associate Professor, Department of Digital Media and Education Industry, National
Taitung University

% Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Digital Media and Education Industry,
National Taitung University
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Taiwan. Based on the three criterion of the project, this action research analyzes
the “publicity” and “diversity” in the theme and story constructing process, and
the “autonomy” in the collaborative project-based learning process. The
suggestions were also provided emphasizing taking further social participatory
actions on real issuesin local communities.

Keywords: civic literacy, social participation, cross-fields learning, general
education, curriculum integration
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