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On the Interaction and Fusion of Specialized and
General Education in the Twenty-first Century

Chun-chieh Huang*

Abstract

This paper attempts at an analysis of the necessity of the fusion of the
specialized and general education in the universities and colleges in the
twenty-first century. We argue that the fusion of specialized and general
education is to safeguard the dignity of man from reducing man into a tool
and to meet the new challenges of knowledge-based economy. Moreover, we
analyze the theoretical basis of the position of “Specialized education only”.
We indicate that the theory of division of labor in society and the mind-body
dualism are not sufficient in supporting the argument of “specialized
education only”. Finally, we suggest some agendas for curriculum reform
and pedagogical methods for the fusion of the specialized and general
education.
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