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g RXPHE A T et | 34 4 it B (Parthian Empire) & f#% o
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43 SKZ. 4, e ZAlds R Gak— 0 E MM Xy T B m—i 5 W 3 &L W T
Tabari, 1.839, #a4130 3 IR A4 49 B2 69 24k > Dinavard, 51. {& % duk » W& —#8F
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History of al-Tabari, vol. 5: The Sasanids, the Byzantines, the Lakhmids, and Yemen, trans. and
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50 B4k (quod nunc caput est regnorum ) ¥2 2 & (sedes imperii ) 85 43551 &£ § &Lk & (Pliny
the Elder ) #2344 (Tacitus) 24k » Plin. HN 6.122; Tac. Ann. 6.42.
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51-52.
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from Seleucia on the Tigris (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1975), pp. 200, 237;
David Sellwood, An Introduction to the Coinage of Parthia, 2nd ed. (London: Spink, 1980), p.
290.

57 Christensen, The Decline of Iranshahr, p. 67.
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Press, 1993), pp. 167-170.
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Abstract

This article examines the development of the Sasanids’ political nucleus
in the third and fourth centuries, focusing on Ctesiphon, the capital of the
Sasanids from the very beginning of their regime, as well as certain important
provincial cities. While the importance of Ctesiphon and its surrounding areas
cannot be overemphasized, a combination of factors drove two transitions. The
Sasanian dynasty reached its zenith soon after it was established in 224 C.E.;
however, the changing political circumstances in the Near East, coupled with
internal chaos in the following decades, made it difficult for the Great Kings to
defend their heartland in lower Mesopotamia. Based on a close reading of texts
from several literary traditions, the present article argues that during the latter
half of the third century C.E. the Persians’ political nucleus made an eastward
transition from Babylonia to Khuzestan. While Ctesiphon remained the capital,
little information about it from this period is extant. In contrast, the important
role played by Gond&Sapur, a newly built city at the center of the Sasanids’
politics for decades, is underscored not only by the establishment of the royal
residence but also by the presence of the shah and his court. However, in the
fourth century, there was a westward transition and the revival of Ctesiphon. In
short, the frontier region had been stabilized and Sapur II (309-379) needed to
launch intensive campaigns on multiple fronts, laying the foundation for this
city to again be the center of the Sasanids’ politics for the ensuing centuries.
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