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Exploits and Achievements: the Narrative Mode’s
Establishment of Jinyuan Restoration

Zhang, Da-zhi

Abstract

From the Han and Jin periods to the Qing Dynasty, the narrative mode
of the Jinyuan Restoration showed the eagerness for the continuation and
revival of the dynasty at that time and beyond. Consequently, as long as it
involved restoration, it had to mention Guangwu, and as long as it involved
Guangwu, it had to mention Jinyuan. However, a turning point of the concept
of restoration in Medieval China took place with the founding of the Eastern
Jin Dynasty. The Jinyuan Restoration was based on the distinction of the
Ministers’ exploits and the Emperor’s exploits by Yu Shinan in the early
Tang. The historical evaluation of “Weak Jin” made the Jinyuan Restoration
“true” in the meaning of the system that followed. But, the emphasis on
exploits, especially on the recovery of the central plains led to another
restoration warning example. Although it had been fixed in the standard
narrative mode, the Jinyuan Restoration turned into the opposite of the
restoration model’s expectation because of its failure in recovering the central
plains, which was taken as a warning in the South Song and late Ming

Dynasties.

Keywords: Jinyuan Restoration, Emperor of Restoration, Exploits of Restoration,

Warning Example of Restoration, Narrative Mode.
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