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Knowledge Retrieval: Kokubu Naoichi and
the Reconstruction of Taiwan Study
during the Early Post War Era

Chen, Wei-chi

Abstract

Current scholarly literature on the development of Taiwan studies during
the immediate postwar era in the historical milieu of decolonialization, is
focused on the transformation of higher education, particularly concerning
institutional transition and reconstruction policies. However, changes in the
contents and developments in various academic fields have yet to be fully
apprehended. This paper uses the case of Japanese scholar Kokubu Naoichi
(1907-2005), the sole archaeologist in early postwar Taiwan in the field of
prehistoric and ethnological studies to shed light on the actual postwar
official policy of knowledge retrieval of academic scholarship of the colonial
period.

Kokubu Naoichi was retained as a Japanese faculty member at National
Taiwan University until his return to Japan in the summer of 1949. During
his stay in postwar Taiwan, he taught archaeology and prehistoric Taiwan in
the History Department and helped reconstruct the ethnological museum of
the former Imperial Taipei University as the specialist curator. Through his

teaching and comprehensive field surveys, he trained the first generation of
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Taiwanese anthropologists in early postwar Taiwan. However, under the
influence of fierce Chinese nationalism in early postwar Taiwan, this study
also indicates that the prewar studies of the multiple origins of Taiwanese
prehistory and aboriginal cultures, of which Kokubu was a main contributor,
were gradually rewritten in the official discourse stressing a single Chinese

mainland origin.

Keywords: Kokubu Naoichi, History Department of NTU, Retention policy, Anthropology,
Prehistorical History.





