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Rewriting Local and Imagining Nationhood:
The Compilation of Great China Geography
as Case Study of Local / National Identity
in Early Republican China

Liu, Long-hsin”

Abstract

This article examines the relations between local geography narratives
and knowledge transformation in modern China based on the Great China
Geography (GCG) documented by Lin Chuanjia, a member of the
Association of Chinese Geography; and analyzes how this documentation
won recognition in the highly competitive textbook market of early
Republican China. It also examines the local and national identity
connotations behind the narration of imagined nationhood through
geographical knowledge.

Ostensibly, GCG was a textbook attempting to develop local awareness,
a framework that derives from the notion of ‘love your hometown before
love your country’ of local gazettes in the late Qing. However, despite the
complicated spatial divergence in various regions, there is a homogenization
of national supremacy (over local identities) underscoring the narration of
GCG. The sense of existential crisis triggered by WWI reinforced this strong
national identity cultivation underneath GCG’s seeming local awareness
development.

* Associate Professor, Department of History, Soochow University.
No.70, Linhsi Road, Shihlin District, Taipei 11102, Taiwan (R.0.C.);
E-mail: longhsin.liu@gmail.com.
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GCG can be treated as a legacy of late-Qing local gazettes, yet Chinese
intelligentsia who lacked appreciation of local spirit still had a long way to
go to construct a genuine local identity.

Keywords: Lin Chuanjia, The Great Chinese Geography, the writing of local history, local,
nation, identity.
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