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1 BAW KKK F oy RAE & - 7T 488 Schlader 1979: 46-51 -



e CREW) BEMERE 157

& Hus IS o ERTAEBIREE - M BmE kA E T LML
JE PR > AR A A ZE TR (G R R e T - TR B B h AR AR LRSI S B R -
B EEEIL{E F/Nait (Erzéhlung) - MJEEEE (Mérchen) - BEEREEEH
EY) » BARAVNRIVRER - BEEETRE IR ANEEHAET - |
b A SRR RS o BLREAR B A TE=T4) >8R AR DI B EER
Z o

e/ NERREMBRR BB ER T 2 4h » BRIA BEEY - S0 A4IEK
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L - R i R AR R RIS Ay E R AR E BT ERIRE
Hah EHTHYE LT -

1800 /o4 - AR SRR BN EGIEAT H B < R ES) - fEsedb T
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By o veeeee Yok E AT LS B R AR - B EMe B AR E
Wedb o ek AofE B R T BMRE - ARl EE AR kodb
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AEEZAT S ERSEEER T ERA—F - 5 BIEE - e
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FOESHD AT Rl o oo AW E R MRS - M AR
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G gt B RIS - EE IS BRI A EAGHO B8 R A AR SR TR
i 41/ B = ZEAT G (Fouqué 2000: 120-124 ) - &% (Friedrich Nietzsche >
1844-1900) CLERZZF|PEASETAATLERAY LRI © T RER AR S LT - AT LUK
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The Problem of Assimilation in
Fouqué’s Undine

Chang, Yau-chin
Abstract

Friedrich de la Motte Fouqué’s novel “Undine” (1811) is a tragedy about the
ill-fated love between a human and a non-human creature. The work was
considered by the traditional researchers to be either the representation of the
relation between human and nature or the accomplishment of a religious salvation.
Other than that, my article takes into account of the historical backgrounds of the
novel’s creation (Napoleonic Wars caused the rise of German nationalism which
intensified the antagonistic consciousness against alien races and resulted in
repulsion for the assimilation of minorities) and regards the core of the work as
dealing in fact with the problem of assimilation.

The analyses are carried out from the following two perspectives. 1.) In the
struggle of assimilation to integrate himself into the society of the local ethnic
group, the strange foreigner is confronted with two predicaments: to free himself
from the internal and external burden of his nativeness and to be refused as the
other by the local society, which brings about his permanent anxiety. 2.) The local
ethnic group mistrusts and fears the strange foreigner, a kind of xenophobia: the
identity constituted through segmentation of the self and the other is threatened
by insecurity when meeting the strangeness in a familiar environment. The
success or failure of the integration of the foreigner into the local society is not
determined by the degree of the former’s assimilation, but by the extent of the
latter’s xenophobia. The mutual destruction at the end of the novel, the spiritual
death of the assimilating Undine and the physical death of Huldbrand who stands
for the local society, manifests the impossibility of the assimilation of different
races.
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