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The Relationship between Modern
Chinese Literary Thought and Politics
Discourse in the Early Cold War Era:

Revisiting Tsi-an Hsia’s Monograph on
Lu Hsln

Zhu, Yuan-si "
Abstract

Anyone who pursues overseas Lu Hsiin studies or the academic history of
modern Chinese literature cannot afford to neglect the monograph on Lu Hsun
during the Cold War by Tsi-an Hsia (1916-1965). But the humanistic values of
his writings were never totally revealed because of his untimely death. With the
publication of Letters Between Chih-tsing Hsia and Tsi-an Hsia (1947-1965), this
article proposes firstly that Tsi-an Hsia also became more responsive to the
tortuous realistic debates between modern Chinese literary thought and political
discourse at that time by investigating the interaction between the modern
Chinese literary thought and political discourse in the early Cold War. Secondly,
it elaborates how the debates reflect Neoclassicism and the complexity of modern
Chinese literary thought and its strong literariness.

Keywords: Tsi-an Hsia, the early Cold War Era, New Criticism, Lu Hsiin Studies,
modern Chinese literary thought
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