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Interpreting Methods and Academic
Significance of Zhao Peng-fei’s
Analysis and Interpretation on Spring
and Autumn Annals

Kang, Kai-lin"
Abstract

This article analyzes the interpreting methods in Zhao Peng-fei’s Analysis
and Interpretation on Spring and Autumn Annals in the Southern Song dynasty,
and considers that it continues the principles of focusing on literatures instead of
history and the subjective perspectives deriving from the late Tang dynasty and
the Northern Song dynasty, referring to the theories of “origin” and “flexibility”
of Confucianism in the Han and Tang dynasties and integrating them into the
primary interpreting methods so as to go beyond the fixed and formulated
understanding of the three Zhuan (Zuo Zhuan, Gongyang Zhuan, and Guliang
Zhuan) and to establish the ways of interpreting literatures by literatures.
However, the three Zhuan inevitably remain in “origin” and “flexibility” when
interpreting literatures. Using the three Zhuan by no means refers to his advocacy
or praise on the three Zhuan, but shows his fairness and unselfishness in honoring
the literatures. He was more open-minded than those who only praised their
masters and those who defied others with different opinions. By referring to three
Zhuan, some of his work included the understanding of “origin” and “flexibility,”
having more room for correcting slips due to the strictness by Sun Fu-jing. This
also indicates that the Confucians attempted to put the old wine into new bottles
in terms of establishing new study model. Such accumulation from discarding
and mwanwhile taking from history is a process of separating the wheat from the
chaff.
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