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“Body-Time” and “Language-Time”:
“In Search of Lost Time” of
Hijikata Tatsumi’s Butoh

Hsu, Shao-yun "

Abstract

In the alternative time and space that Hijikata Tatsumi (1928-1986) creates
through his body and language, extreme movements with sensibility are seen here
and there. The schizophrenia-like temporal topology has transformed dancing and
writing into master skills that simultaneously fold and expose themselves.

The body of Butoh is taken as the storage of memories. The “I” in which
Nonego and Nonhuman “do not belong to any childhood or past” constantly
shuffles in Yameru Maihime and pursues the metamorphosis and dislocation of
time. The memories in the body and language of Hijikata present deepest refrain
regarding the difference and repetition of art. They are folded into the
construction of heterogeneity in space and time and condensed into the real life
events of Hijikata about his homeland “Touhoku.” All memory is a kind of
deterritorialization. Memory restarts the past that is constantly renewed and
creates the new future that has not yet existed. In other words, restarting memory
refers to the creation of “people who have not yet been born”-the purpose of
repeating the intensity and difference of time is to express certain untimely power
that constantly shuffles in the divisions of reality.

The combination of “body-time” and “language-time” in Hijikata’s Butoh
shows certain sensational arrangement that initiates cross-field movements. It
embeds the differences of becoming and presents the strongest intensity of events
at every moment when affects interact with each other.

Keywords: time, memory, virtual, counter-actualization, becoming
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